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INTRODUCTION 

 
This document is intended for those contemplating the interment of the body or 
cremated remains of a loved one in the churchyard of St. Margaret’s, Wolstanton.  
 
The death of a loved one comes as a great shock to us and we find ourselves having to 
make many decisions and arrangements at a difficult time. One of them is to consider 
how to mark the final resting place of those we have lost. This document is intended to 
make clear the obligations shared by those choosing to make St. Margaret’s churchyard 
the final resting place for their loved one. Hopefully, it will help you make good decisions 
as to how to mark that final resting place and how to satisfy the Diocesan Chancellor’s 
regulations which govern the erection of memorials.  
 

The churchyard is a sacred and holy place. It is set aside as a place of quiet dignity and 
good order where you and others may come to reflect on the life of your loved one, the 
compassion and mercy of God and his promise of resurrection to eternal life through 
faith in him. Churchyards are public spaces and shared by many families but overseen by 
the church. They are places where space is limited and which, in the fullness of time, may 
have to be reused. 
 
It is important to understand at this stage that no memorial can be placed in a 
churchyard without the written permission of the parish priest and that the applicant 
remains responsible for a memorial’s maintenance for the duration of its presence in the 
churchyard. It is important that you obtain the parish priest’s approval of your 
application before making any final arrangements. Your funeral director and monumental 
mason are very well versed in the details of the regulations and will be able to offer you 
considerable help in making a compliant application to the parish priest thus keeping the 
process as simple as possible. 
 
As the regulations change from time-to-time it is important that your application 
complies with the current version which stipulates the allowable options concerning the 
material, shape and inscription of memorials. There may well be examples of memorials 
in the churchyard which for various reasons fall outside of the current regulations. 
Though you may see an example of something that you would like on the memorial of 
your loved one, it is very important to note, even at this preliminary stage, that the parish 
priest is not permitted to approve applications for anything which is non-compliant with 
the current regulations. 
 
The full regulations can be read and an application form downloaded from the diocesan 
website (shown below). Your funeral director or monumental mason will also be able to 
furnish you with an application form and help you to complete it.  
 
The summary on the following pages is offered as a simplified version of the diocesan 
and local regulations which you might find more accessible. 
 

 

www.lichfield.anglican.org/ourmission/funerals/ 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.lichfield.anglican.org/ourmission/funerals/
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THE REGULATIONS 

 
When can I apply for a memorial? 
The memorial will be in a churchyard for generations to come. In order to give proper 
time to reflect on the design of the memorial, we ask that you wait six months from the 
date of the burial before making your application. 
 
To whom do I apply for permission for the memorial to be placed in the 
churchyard? 
Applications should be made to the parish priest using the official diocesan form.  
 
What type of stone can I choose? 
You can choose stone which matches that of the church or other stones including 
limestone, sandstone and granite. Though black and dark grey are technically outside of 
the regulations, the parish priest is allowed to be flexible where there is a volume of 
precedents; such flexibility will be exercised. The face of the memorial may be honed or 
half-polished (not to a full gloss) to take the inscription. 
 
What size of upright memorial can I have? 
The table below relates to the illustration and shows the permissible, absolute limits for 
each dimension.  A smaller memorial is permitted for a child. 
 
 

 
 
Height     Maximum:  1220mm  (4’)     Minimum:  762mm  (2’6”) 
Width     Maximum:  915mm  (3’)     Minimum:  510mm  (1’8”) 
Thickness     Maximum:  152mm  (6”)     Minimum:  76mm  (3”) 

 
An upright headstone may stand on a stone base provided that the base is an integral 
part of the design and does not project beyond the upright stone by more than 101mm 
(4”) in any direction unless a vase hole is included when it may project 180mm (7”) in 
front and 101mm (4”) behind the upright stone as shown. The dimensions shown are 
applicable to all monuments; those marking the burial place of a body or of cremated 
remains. 
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Are there restrictions on shape? 

The body of the memorial stones must not have an irregular or unusual shape. In particular 
those in the shape of hearts, teddy bears, open books or other objects are not permitted. The 
top of the memorial stone can vary in shape and style provided that it is deemed appropriate 
for the churchyard by the parish priest. 
 
Can I have a cross rather than a headstone? 
Yes. You may choose a stone or wooden cross of a similar dimension to a headstone. 
 
Can I have a flat memorial stone? 
Yes. It can be up to 915mm (3’) wide and up to 1830 mm (6’) in length. It has to be 
completely flat, set flush in the ground without any kerb stones or railings so that that 
the lawn comes right to its edge. 
 
What inscription can I have on the memorial? 
As well as the name and dates, an inscription can reflect the person’s unique character by 
using words that are simple, accurate, reverent, and consistent with orthodox Christian 
belief. Inscriptions which are deemed flippant, over-sentimental or irreverent cannot be 
permitted. Lettering can be carved into the stone or stand proud. The lettering must not 
be plastic. Inscriptions can be painted black or white. 
 
Can I have symbols or illustrations on the memorial? 
One, single-coloured (as per the inscription) floral illustration or symbol consistent with 
the Christian faith or which reflects a trade, hobby or profession may be included. 
Enamel, photo-plaques or etched portraits of the deceased cannot be permitted. 
 
Can I put flowers on the grave? 
Yes. But they should be removed when they have passed their best. Wreaths can be 
placed on the grave at significant times in the Christian calendar (e.g. Christmas and 
Easter) and on significant personal anniversaries but should be removed after one month; 
if you cannot do that, an official member of the church will do so on your behalf during 
one of the regular churchyard inspections. Poppies may be placed on the grave on the 
period running up to Remembrance Day but must be removed thereafter. 
 
Can I use artificial flowers? 
Artificial flowers may be placed in an integral vase at Christmas and Easter but should be 
removed within one month of these Christian festivals. Artificial flowers left in place 
beyond one month after such festivals will be treated in a similar manner to wreaths (see 
above). 
 
What’s not permitted? 
St. Margaret’s churchyard (other than the cremated remains section) is designed to be 
completely set to lawn and will be maintained as such; therefore, kerbings, chippings, 
shrubs and anything that extends beyond the footprint of the memorial’s foundation slab 
is not permitted. This includes supplementary vases. Churchyards, being shared, sacred 
spaces, ought to be places of dignity and good taste so objects such as….. 

 models of people, animals, toys, flags and balloons  

 potentially hazardous items such as bottles and glasses 

 objects which are designed to make any noise when moved by the wind  

 plants, trees or bushes      
   ..…are not permitted. 
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Where can I bury the cremated remains of my loved one? 
If you already have a member of the family buried in the churchyard, the ashes can be 
buried in that grave (space permitting). Alternatively, St. Margaret’s churchyard has a 
consecrated area for the burial of ashes in a bio-degradable casket, the place of burial 
being marked by a single flat memorial stone. The burial of ashes in an adjacent area is 
also possible where a small, upright memorial stones can be positioned. These memorial 
stones are necessarily uniform in size, viz. 20” high, 16” wide, the thickness tapers from 6” 
at the base to 3” at the top. These stones can also have one or two integral vases 6” 
square with a 4” height. 
 
How are the ashes buried?  
They are either poured directly into a pre-prepared hole or can be placed in the ground 
in a casket with a false base which is later removed after the graveside prayers. 
 
Can I scatter the ashes on the ground? 
This practice is not permitted in churchyards. 
 

MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 
Churchyards are the final resting place for the earthly remains of our loved ones and are 
places where you and others come to pray, to remember and to thank God for the their 
lives. They are places where, by faith, you will be comforted by the promise of the gift, in 
Christ, of life eternal. 
 
Adherence to the regulations will help all users of the churchyard to respect the memory 
of one another’s loved ones and be greatly appreciated by the Church Council as it 
endeavours to keep the churchyard in good order through regular maintenance. The 
priest and people of St. Margaret’s thank you in advance for your co-operation. 
 
Please note that in applying for interment in St. Margaret’s churchyard, you are not 
buying a grave or a plot, but simply paying for the right to have a burial in the 
churchyard. Plots cannot be reserved or the location specified in advance. After the 
burial, the plot itself still belongs to the church, and its maintenance is the responsibility 
of the church. Basic weeding or grass cutting around a grave by next-of-kin is permitted, 
but otherwise ongoing churchyard maintenance is undertaken by employees of the 
church. You will appreciate that the expense for this work is always difficult to match; a 
contribution towards the cost of maintenance is included in the churchyard fees. You 
may also like to consider making an annual donation towards these costs by becoming a 
Friend of Wolstanton Churchyard.  
 

Please note that the long-term maintenance of the actual memorial stone (or its 
replacement if necessary) is the responsibility of the next-of-kin (or their descendants).  
 
Because the church has legal responsibilities to the public, its employees and officers 
with respect to the maintenance of the churchyard, where the aforesaid regulations are 
breached, the church reserves the right to take necessary action to remedy the situation; 
however, we trust that you are willing to work with the church for the common good. 
Your subsequent submission of an official application will be deemed as your 
understanding and acceptance of these regulations. 


